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This edition of the Haggadah shel Pesah
is published in honor of our dear friend

Mordechai ben Rosa Chayah

and his wife
Channah bat Perel

May the merit of the Torah preserve and protect them.
May they enjoy great nahat from all their children and see
them build good Jewish homes, with much spiritual and
material blessing and success.
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The Seder Plate myp

The Seder plate (ke’arah) and its components correspond to the nine Sefirot of Hesed, Gevurah,
Tiferet, Netzah, Hod, Yesod, Keter, Hochmah, and Binah. The Seder plate itself, with all its
components, corresponds to Malchut, the tenth Sefirah, which encompasses the other nine, and
this is how they are arranged on the plate (see diagram).

9



non bw nTan

INIR NAW RXINA YN OXRT 1D MR NAW3A YN DR PTAY 70 ,OTP” PR’ T P 5w 01N np’
0w Py’ L,[2°R 0°5°Y0] A”YN 19°0 ‘P 1IN LPINKR 702N 1KY 12°0°02 1MW NI

DYV 0P VTP 0T MR’ N2w31 Y1 DR

WAWT 0P OIOR 91 :0RIX-0I) PIRM DR 930 W OF

m:x‘m S3n v oba nawn Ay WY m:x‘m

naw 1203 ik @I pawn o u»rr‘vgg TN ey WK
NIy o8 RI27WR 1PIRR5I0

9°nnn N1 Snoox

DOR NIRRT TP ORI mvime FFEIT STYI0 1‘7&
270K e FERYT STYRATNIR YD 137 07ping
.Bagjtg?

179 30

1937 19 N2 ,07WT 790 WK e RV AR 703

10



non bw nTan

VI M3 WK 07T TR T prme FRIT AR AN
u‘-) 1AM PNivna MR 1wy ‘7373 AR op- ‘7:m

D*Yine Amnb ningy nawb) T20N3 u’-r‘m TR YT
(0 MY M7 N3WT nawy) O NN 1ww‘7 alpiaitlalbly ,nrmw")
A 1A LT WP RIpD 2w O NNy LT Nived
VOIRY MM 0302 ,D0WR IRYY 131 BTP RpR 13083
F83 navb) IR WM (Minawy nawb) ,0YT-oI0 MYy
prnTee FERIT AR TN QDM 1R annwa iy

DI YR n3wa nawh) YRR

In commemoration of the exodus from Egypt om Ny A1

Why do we commemorate the exodus from Egypt not only in Kiddush on Pesah, but throughout
the year? Because the miracles of the Exodus imbued our people with emunah, the belief and faith in
Hashem that would accompany and sustain them through many centuries of exile and persecution
ahead. The Exodus showed the world that Hashem is not only Elokim, the Creator recognized
by Pharaoh and the ancient nations. The Ten Plagues, a series of spectacular open miracles that
overturned the natural order, revealed Hashem’s hashgahah peratit, the ongoing Divine providence
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and intervention associated with the Name yud-keh-vav-keh, the Shem Havayah. This emunah
would reach its culmination at the Splitting of the Sea, and we continue to pass it on to our children
in every generation.

For You chose us mnmanan

The world was created for the sake of a chosen people of Israel, who would study and fulfill
the Torah (see Rashi, Bereshit 1:1). Until the Generation of the Dispersal, any righteous, worthy
individual could have been chosen as the progenitor of this future nation, but there were no
contenders. Then Avraham, a man without equal, came on the scene. On his own, he achieved
awareness of the Creator and taught the world the existence of one G-d. Avraham earned the role
of founder of Hashem’s chosen people for all time (Derech Hashem 2:4), a choice that continues to
prove itself as we cling proudly to Hashem and His Torah, thousands of years after Avraham.

Who sanctifies Israel and the times [of the Festivals] Doanrm SR wIpn

The Kiddush of the Festivals differs from the Kiddush of Shabbat. It mentions the sanctity of
the people of Israel, even before the sanctity of the Festivals, while the Shabbat Kiddush says only,
“Blessed are You, Hashem, Who sanctifies the Sabbath.” This is because we do not have to sanctify
Shabbat; the sanctity of Shabbat is permanent and inherent, established by Hashem at the time of
the six days of Creation. The dates of the Festivals are different - they require the input of the Jewish
people, who sanctify the New Moon, establishing the date of Rosh Hodesh and by extension, the days
when the Festivals will fall (see Betzah 17a).

NPIM PP WNAY
Who kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to this time s

Every Jewish Festival has a unique, inherent spiritual power that is reawakened every year on
the day of the Festival, both positive and negative (Shaar HaKavanot, Derush Bet Moed, p. 76d). On
Pesah, the impure force (kelipah) of Egypt and Pharaoh that enslaves the Jews is aroused, and the
special mitzvot of Pesah help us overcome it and renew the power of redemption inherent in these
days.

12
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First cup of wine KA o1

Kiddush is the first of the four cups of wine drunk at the Seder. The Four Cups are associated with
the Four Expressions of Redemption, and they represent redemption and liberation from the four
exiles endured by the Jewish people: Babylonia, Persia and Media, Greece, and Rome. The exile in
Egypt, the first in our nation’s history, is not counted on its own as one of the four because it is the
root of all the other exiles; the suffering of the other exiles is linked to the enslavement in Egypt. So
too, the redemption from Egypt is the root of all future redemptions.
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Karpas oo

The halachic authorities rule that any vegetable can be used for karpas, but according to the
Arizal, we should only use the specific vegetable known as karpas (celery). The gematriya of the
word karpas and the Divine Name associated with it are related only to this vegetable, and not to
any other. The same is true of the other mitzvot. The detailed halachic requirements of any mitzvah
are essential in bringing about the related tikun in the higher spiritual worlds in full (see Shaar
HaKavanot, p. 83a).
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In haste we left Egypt DMYnn PRY a3

What was the great rush to leave Egypt? After hundreds of years, why was the extra time it would
take the Jews’ dough to rise and bake too long to wait?

The centuries the Jews had spent living in Egyptian society had plunged the nation’s weaker
elements to “the forty-ninth gate of impurity,” only one step before the point of no return. They left
Egypt just in time, before they fell to the “fiftieth gate of impurity” (Zohar Hadash, p. 31a) and were
beyond help. This is why when the day of the Exodus arrived, they departed “in haste” (Shemot
12:11; Devarim 16:3), and “could not delay” (Shemot 12:39). For the tzaddikim, the forty-ninth “gate”
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was also impassable. They had retrieved and rectified the nitzotzot kedushah (sparks of holiness) in
Egypt, descending as far as the forty-ninth level of impurity. But they had not yet received the Torah,
and without it, they had reached their spiritual limits and could accomplish no more - for them too,
it was time to leave (see Ohr HaHayyim, Shemot 3:8).

This is the bread of affliction Xy x> xn

Even at the most lavish Seder we begin with a tangible reminder of the affliction of slavery - the
simple, flat matzot our ancestors ate in Egypt. If we don’t remember the depths of the suffering,
represented by the matzah, we will not appreciate the miracles of the Exodus that set us free to serve
Hashem.

Next year in the Land of Israel as free men S ——

Why does the Haggadah repeat “next year in the Land of Israel,” now adding that we will be there
as bne horin, free men? Because true redemption and freedom are not only a matter of physical
freedom and where we live. False messiahs of all kinds focus only on physical liberation. In contrast,
Hashem instructed Moshe to inform the nation’s Elders of the upcoming redemption with the double
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wording “pakod pakadeti, I will surely remember” (Shemot 3:16). The Elders would recognize that
Moshe was truly sent by Hashem because the Exodus he spoke of would not be one-dimensional. It
would be both physical and spiritual redemption, freeing the Jews from Egyptian slavery to receive
Hashem’s Torah. Even in Eretz Yisrael, “the only free person is one who engages in Torah study”
(Avot 6:2; see Imre Daat, vol. 2, HaGoel HaAmiti, pp. 265-267).

Why is this night different from all the other nights? 2mbHn ban nrn AR nanws i

Maggid, the main body of the Haggadah, begins with a series of questions, because a question-
and-answer format is especially effective for learning and remembering. The mitzvah of recounting
the story of the Exodus is based on parents answering their children’s questions: “And if your son
asks you tomorrow” (Devarim 6:20), and “And it shall be if your son asks you tomorrow” (Shemot
13:14).

On all the other nights...and on this night A AbSm...mbbn Saaw

The Four Questions highlight differences between the Seder night and all the other nights of the
year. They also point out the contradictions at the Seder: we eat matzah, the “bread of affliction,”

17
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and bitter maror as reminders of slavery, yet we also recline and dip our food like free men (see
Bayit Hadash, Orah Hayyim 473:8). These contradictions, from one end of the spectrum to the
other, commemorate our ancestors’ experience and are part of the story of the Exodus we tell our
children. We began with the abject misery of slavery that had no way out. Hashem intervened with
a series of spectacular miracles, and everything changed. The matzah and maror on one hand, and
the reclining and dipping on the other, parallel the dramatic shift from slavery to redemption.

We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt ©™¥na ApIe’ wn oAy

This is the answer to all the questions, and the beginning of the mitzvah of telling the story of the
Exodus. Everything we do on this night is a reminder of our slavery and subsequent miraculous
liberation.

18
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And if the Holy One, blessed be He, had not taken our fathers out of Egypt, we
and our children’s children would still be slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt

This is not ancient history. It is Hashem’s hesed that spared us from being trapped in miserable
lives of slavery to this day. We need to feel the miraculous transition from slavery to freedom
experienced by our ancestor as if it were part of our own lives.

DY NXPY2 705 WY MEn ,NMNN DK DT 151,002 11519 ,0mon 1515 B

And even if we are all knowledgeable, are all wise, [and] all know the Torah, we
are commanded to recount the exodus from Egypt

The central mitzvah of the Seder is recounting the events of the Exodus. Why does the Haggadah
point out that this applies even to Torah scholars - why would we imagine that they are exempt?
One answer is that a Torah scholar has already fulfilled the purpose of the Exodus and achieved
personal freedom through his Torah study (see Avot 6:2). Despite this, he too needs to recall the
slavery and subsequent miraculous redemption and discuss it at length, even if he thinks his time
would be better spent studying Torah in greater depth.

0™¥M AN 9905 DY YN L,TNNA AR DT 1513 ,0°023 151,070 1251 197BK)

And even if we are all knowledgeable, are all wise, [and] all know the Torah, we
are commanded to recount the exodus from Egypt

The Haggadah describes very accomplished Torah scholars: They are hachamim, with extensive
knowledge of Torah; nevonim, who study in depth; and they know the Torah - they can apply

19
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their knowledge and analysis to practical halachic conclusions. These three levels of Torah wisdom
parallel our request in Shemoneh Esre for the hochmah, binah, and daat of Torah wisdom.

We are commanded to recount the exodus from Egypt D¥m nxea Aob by man

We remember the Exodus every day, year-round, twice daily in Keriat Shema and on other
occasions as well, similar to the way we are obligated to remember Amalek’s attack after the Exodus
(Devarim 25:17-19), the evil scheme of Balak and Bilam (Michah 6:5), and more. Simply recalling
and mentioning these events is sufficient. Recounting the events of the Exodus, preferably at length,
with detailed explanation, is a special mitzvah fulfilled on the Seder night.

An incident concerning Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi Elazar ben
AZa.riah al‘ld Ra.bbi Akiva. NPy 2 Ay 12 1T1«7‘7N 27 YW am WTIJ"J.N a7 nwyn

These great Tannaim did not stop talking about the Exodus until dawn, when their students
reminded them that it was time to fulfill another mitzvah and recite Keriat Shema. The Mekubalim
teach that Pesah and the days of the Omer that follow are the root of the entire year, and they
understood that their recounting of the events of the Exodus would have spiritual ramifications that
extended far beyond that night (see Nehar Shalom, p.32¢).

20
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I am like a seventy-year-old MW DYV 133 72X N

Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah was elevated to the prestigious position of Nasi in his teens. For a
position of such authority his youthful appearance was not an advantage, and the Sages relate that
his hair miraculously turned white so that he looked like a venerable sage. Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah
may have been happy with this turn of events for another reason as well - instead of attributing the
respect others showed him to his vast Torah knowledge, he could now humbly claim that they were
only honoring him because they thought he was elderly.

All the days of your life, to include the era of Mashiah mwnn nb xoans ,1n e 53

Will we still be talking about the Exodus from Egypt even after Mashiah comes? According to
some opinions, the enormous miracles of the final redemption will overshadow the Exodus, and we
will no longer be obligated to remember and commemorate it. According to other opinions, while
the Exodus will be considered a minor miracle in comparison to the final redemption, we will still
be obligated to remember it. The Rambam (Hilchot Melachim 12:2) writes that in the initial era after
Mashiah, before the Resurrection of the Dead, the world will be much as we know it now, with one
exception: we will be free of the yoke of the nations. We will still fulfill all the mitzvot, including
the mitzvah of recounting the miracles of the Exodus, even after the great Redemption of Mashiah

(Berachot 12b).
710 71727 0722 APYAIX 7120 K10 M2 ,5}{'“”’ 1731J5 170 1NIY 712 .KIT 71N2 2Ipnn A

Blessed is the Omnipresent, blessed is He. Blessed is He Who gave Torah to His
nation Israel, blessed is He. Concerning four sons, the Torah spoke

The words “Blessed is the Omnipresent, blessed is He. Blessed is He Who gave Torah to His nation
Israel” introduce the questions of the Four Sons. Why? To teach us, even before we present the
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questions, that Hashem’s Torah has answers for everyone, no matter what his level and spiritual
standing.

Concerning four sons, the Torah spoke AMA A3 B33 PN T3

The four sons are symbolic of four periods in our history.

The wise son (hacham) represents the dor de’ah, “the generation of wisdom” (Zohar, vol. II, p.
62b; see Vayikra Rabbah 9:1) who left Egypt and received the Torah. They learned Torah full time
for decades, free of material worries, with Moshe Rabbenu as their teacher.

22
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The wicked son (rasha) corresponds to the generation that entered the Holy Land, extending
through the era of the judges and kings, up to the destruction of the Second Temple. They had
unequalled material and spiritual assets, including prophecy, monarchy, and the two Temples, but
many abandoned spirituality and sinned.

The simple son (tam) represents the generations following the Destruction, including the period
of the Geonim and the great Early Authorities, up to our own times. They lived difficult lives of
oppression in exile, surrounded by disastrous influences, far removed from Eretz Yisrael and the
Temple, but despite it all they remained unblemished, perfect and whole (temimim) in their piety
and service of Hashem. For hundreds of generations, until the advent of the Enlightenment and
Reform in the eighteenth century, even if individuals went astray, wholesale abandonment of Torah
and mitzvot was unheard of.

The last of the sons, the one who does not know how to ask (she’eno yode’a lishol), represents the
generations of the final period before the arrival of the Redeemer. Many in this generation have no
interest in spiritual matters - they are so assimilated and so ignorant of Torah that they don’t even
know to ask the questions.

We can reach them all - the Torah holds the answers for each of these “sons.”

Concerning four sons, the Torah spoke AMA AT D3 PN T

Why are these four groups called four “sons”? Because it is the children, our sons, who face
the new struggles presented in every generation by an updated yetzer hara, now complete with
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smartphone and social media. To them, the old tests and solutions are tame and passé. It is up to
us to show them that the Torah addresses their issues and questions as well, and provides timeless
answers suited to today and tomorrow.

One wise and one wicked PWA TNNY DIN TNR

The wise son, the best of the group, heads the list. Shouldn’t the wicked son, the worst of all, be
last, instead of right after the wise son? It may be that this is the safest arrangement. The simple son
and the one who does not know how to ask are no match for the wiles of the wicked son, and will
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be easily swayed by his influence. The wise son, on the other hand, can contend with him and may
even be able to inspire him to improve.

5 1ND NR INWD P KR
And the one who does not know how to ask, you open up for him

This son needs a special approach: We are not instructed to immediately tell him the truths of
Torah - only to “open up for him,” stimulating his mind so that he begins to inquire. If we can open
him up enough to take an interest, to think and ask, we will be able to introduce him to Torah. Once
he can ask, he can learn.

S AN NR SIS P R
And the one who does not know how to ask, you open up for him

Today, many Jews of all ages are so woefully ignorant of their own heritage that they don’t even
know that there are questions to ask. Fellow Jews can open up the treasures of Torah to their
brethren. While it may demand some sacrifice, Hashem will reward them with special success in
their own Torah study. We learn this from our Forefather Avraham. His constant involvement in
teaching and outreach should have disqualified him from receiving prophecy, but he was granted
this lofty spiritual achievement because of his devotion to educating the masses about the existence
of the one G-d (see introduction, Responsa Hatam Sofer, Yoreh Deah).
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And now the Omnipresent brought us close to His service = inmayb opnn na1p vwsm

On Pesah the Jews were freed from Egyptian slavery to become servants of Hashem for all time.
But Pesah also introduced a new and vital element in the relationship between Hashem and His
people: “Israel is My firstborn son” (Shemot 4:22). We serve Hashem like sons, out of love and

devotion, while maintaining the awe and fear of a servant to his master.
DANANR NX 022X NX ApXY .0D"MNX DHN 172Y" 1M AR DANAN AR AN ,D'JWTJ D2'NMAN 1AW 7NN 7aya
a5 napn
Your ancestors had always lived across the river, Terah, the father of Avraham

and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. And I took your father
Avraham from across the river

The Haggadah mentions not once, but twice, that Avraham and his father, Terah, were me’ever
lanahar, from across the river. Why is this geographical detail so important? Because of the moral
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strength these words imply: “The entire world was on one side (ever), and [Avraham] was on the
other side” (Bereshit Rabbah 42:8). He was Avraham Halvri, the only man in his generation to
reject the idols of the times and serve Hashem, the One G-d. This trait was hereditary and deeply
ingrained. Terah corrupted what could have been a positive trait. He too was a stubborn man who
stood by his pagan beliefs, never deviating from the evil norms of the day. Avraham turned this
trait around, using it to stand alone against a world ignorant of the Creator. He would pass it on
to Yitzhak and Yaakov, and to countless generations of Jews who stand apart from the non-Jewish

nations and maintain their loyalty to Torah.
WY DRI AP DX PRES 1K1 L,PNY NX S 1NR

And I gave him Yitzhak, and to Yitzhak, I gave Yaakov and Esav

The births of Yitzhak and Yaakov were not natural occurrences. These children were miracles,
granted to barren parents after many years of prayer. This is why these verses (Yehoshua 24:3-4) say
that Hashem gave Yitzhak to Avraham and Yaakov to Yitzhak, instead of simply saying that they were
born to them. We tend to take the birth of children for granted, but no matter when they are born they
are a gift from Hashem, and we should always be grateful (Ritva, Perush Haggadah Shel Pesah).

WY MR PP NX PRXS 1K ,PIY XD 1KY
And I gave him Yitzhak, and to Yitzhak, I gave Yaakov and Esav

Yitzhak and Yaakov were “given” to their fathers in another sense as well. Hashem’s hand was

especially apparent in their birth; they were lofty, holy souls, born in sanctity through miracles.

And I gave to Esav Mount Se’ir to inherit it MR NP5 PP 1 DK WPS 1N

Yaakov would use the strength of character inherited from Avraham to separate from Esav and go
his own way. Esav offered to travel with Yaakov, or at least leave some of his men with him. Yaakov
turned him down, protecting his children from Esav’s disastrous influence. They would meet again
some day at Se’ir, he told him - but that would only happen when Mashiah would come to judge
Esav’s descendants (see Bereshit 33:14, Rashi).
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And Yaakov and his sons went down to Egypt ©™IYR 1T 1A 2PN

Our Forefather Avraham left a debt to be paid. When Hashem promised Avraham that He would
give Eretz Yisrael, at that time the Land of Canaan, to his descendants who would be born from
Sarah, Avraham said, “How will I know that I will inherit it?” (Bereshit 15:7-8). For a tzaddik of
Avraham’s enormous stature, this request for a sign that Hashem would fulfill His promise was
indicative of a flaw in faith, even though Yitzhak had not even been conceived yet. Avraham received
his sign at the Covenant between the Parts: a terrifying prophetic vision of 400 years of exile and
enslavement for his descendants, culminating in great salvation for the Jews and Divine judgment
for their oppressors. Who would be the descendants and heirs to fulfill the prophecy and pay
Avraham’s debt? Not Yishmael and the sons of Keturah, and not Esav; they all went their separate
ways. It would be Yitzhak’s son Yaakov and Yaakov’s children “who went down to Egypt” to pay the
debt and reap the reward, as Hashem foretold to Avraham.
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The Holy One, blessed be He, calculated the end Ypri NX 2wn n“apn

Hashem sent Moshe to confront Pharaoh, demanding that he free his Jewish slaves. The mission
appeared to be a failure - Pharaoh retaliated by increasing the Jews’ workload. Moshe asked Hashem
why He was making matters worse for the Jews. Hashem told him that Pharaoh would chase the
Jews out himself after what He had in store for him, saying, “I am Hashem” (Shemot 5:22-6:2).
The Shem Havayah (Hashem) represents Divine Loving-kindness. What seemed to be disaster
was actually Hashem’s love and compassion. The people’s heightened suffering would reduce the
original decree of 400 years of slavery (see Bereshit 15:13) by almost half, to 210 years, bringing their

redemption much closer.
DMNa" 1’2 022 1°AX DMaRb R

As He said to our father Avraham at the Covenant between the Parts

What exactly was the great promise Hashem made to Avraham at the Covenant between the Parts?
It was not only that Hashem would one day rescue Avraham’s descendants from the persecution of
exile after exile - it was also that his descendants would be persecuted in exile after exile! The rigors
of exile would refine and purify the Jewish people, and prevent them from assimilating. The nations
that oppress us will all fall, as Egypt did, and the Jews will emerge with the spiritual gains that are
our rectification. But the Covenant between the Parts was more than a prediction of centuries of
suffering at the hands of the nations. It was Hashem’s assurance that throughout the lengthy exiles,
He would be with the Jewish people, sharing in their pain, sustaining them, and enabling them to
survive.

And afterward they will leave with great wealth 51T 213713 1Y 13 AR

The “great wealth” the Jews took with them from Egypt was more than their former masters’
valuables and clothing. They would emerge with the spiritual treasure of faith and trust in Hashem,
Who had unleashed a series of Plagues that devastated the Egyptians but didn’t touch the Jews,
freeing them from a land where no slave had ever escaped.
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And afterward they will leave with great wealth 51T w1372 XY 13 AN

The Arizal explains that the “great wealth” was Egypt’s share of the nitztzot kedushah, sparks
of holiness dispersed throughout the world after Adam’s sin. During their years in Egypt, the Jews
retrieved and rectified these holy sparks, a process known as birur (Shaar HaMitzvot, Parashat
Re’eh, Inyan Mitzvot Zecher L’Yetziat Mitzrayim). This is why the Torah forbids us to settle in Egypt
(see Devarim 17:16) - once the land was divested of any trace of holiness, there is no reason for the
Jews to return.

This is what stood by our ancestors and by us w5 wmaxh mmpw X0

These words refer to Hashem’s promise to Avraham. For countless generations it has preserved us
and saved us from annihilation at the hands of endless oppressors. We can also suggest that it refers
to Hashem’s Shechinah, the Divine Presence that suffers with us and accompanies us from one exile
to the next, protecting us and keeping the Jewish people alive against all odds.

And the Holy One, blessed be He, saves us from their hands oTn uown A“apm

Every aspect of the survival of the Jewish people is miraculous. The era of open miracles is long
over, but day after day, generation after generation, exile after exile, we are preserved as a people
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through a series of miracles in the guise of “natural” events that save us from annihilation and allow
us to rebuild and flourish, even in the aftermath of tragedy and persecution.

And Lavan wanted to uproot everything 5o X Py wpra 12

Had Lavan succeeded in destroying Yaakov and his children, G-d forbid, the loss would have been
far greater loss than even the death of the family. The world was created for the sake of the Jewish
people who would one day receive the Torah (see Rashi, Bereshit 1:1). Killing Yaakov would destroy
the very foundations of Creation itself.
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And he went down to Egypt in small numbers and dwelled there, and became a
great nation there

For Yaakov’s pious family, Egypt was hardly a choice location. It was ervat haaretz, literally “the
nakedness of the land” (Bereshit 42:9), where immorality and the worst forms of moral decadence
reigned (Esther Rabbah 1:17; Seder Eliyahu Rabbah 7, “u’'mah nishtanet Mitzrayim”). Yet it was in
this degenerate land that Yaakov’s family would grow into a nation and ready themselves for their

mission as Hashem’s people.
MaTN D 77;7 DR ,ANMYN TN

And he went down to Egypt, compelled by Hashem’s command

The arrival of Yaakov’s family in Egypt was preceded by a lengthy, complex series of events, going
back to the envy of Yosef’s brothers and their decision to sell him into slavery. These occurrences,
orchestrated by the Almighty, were all heading in one direction: the fulfillment of His promise to
Avraham.
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And he dwelled there: this teaches you that he did not go down [to Egypt] to
settle, but rather, to sojourn there Dw 3 R5X ,PPRWRS T Xow Tabn 0w

Yaakov’s family would be living in Egypt, but they had no plans to put down roots in this foreign
land. This should be true of every Jew residing in any country other than Eretz Yisrael. We live there
to accomplish whatever Hashem has destined for us and bring about the tikunim necessary in that
country. The Jews in Egypt retained their distinctive identity as a nation apart - a lesson for their

descendants in all times and in all generations.
W1 AN 77aY N1 12wy AN

And now, your servants [the Jewish people] will live in the Land of Goshen

The exile in Egypt was the root of all the exiles to come, with parallels applicable in subsequent
exiles. Our Forefather Yaakov foresaw the troubles of changing times, and he sent his son Yehudah
ahead to establish a bet midrash for Torah study in Goshen (see Bereshit 46:28, Rashi). Those who
immersed themselves in intensive Torah study, the Tribe of Levi in particular, would be spared the
suffering of slavery (see Rashi, Shemot 5:4; Alshich, Shemot 3). Centuries later, the great Torah
centers of Sura and Pumpedita in Babylonia were spared persecution and exile at the hands of
Greece and Rome for many years (see Tanhuma, Noah 3). Even now, Torah study can take the place
of suffering, surely a vastly preferable option (see Shaar Ruah HaKodesh, Kavanot HaTaanit, p. 7b).

With seventy souls your ancestors went down to Egypt  ammxn pmax 1 was opawa

Nefesh, soul, is a singular term. The Jewish people, no matter how numerous they grow, are all
part of the one lofty soul instilled in Adam by Hashem.

This teaches you that they stood out there [as Jews] oW DM YAY o

The impact of Egyptian slavery was devastating not only physically, but also spiritually. Many Jews
died during the Plague of Darkness because they were unworthy of redemption (7Tanhuma, Beshalah
1), and the others had to be whisked out of Egypt before they too hit rock bottom (Zohar Hadash, p.
31a). Yet even in this disastrous situation, there were Jews who stood out in Egypt for their piety and
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refinement, retaining their distinctive names, language, and high moral standards, and refraining
from forbidden speech (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5). These tzaddikim retrieved and rectified the holy
sparks (nitzotzot kedushah) present in Egypt since the time of Adam’s sin, even as far down as the
“forty-ninth level of impurity.”

And the children of Israel were fruitful and multiplied and increased and
became very, very mighty TRM TRNA MFPN 137 1N 110 SR 0

The rapid growth of the Jewish population in Egypt, with the frequent birth of sextuplets, did not
just happen. All the 600,000 souls of Israel had to be involved in the tikun brought about through
the enslavement in Egypt and the Exodus.

I made you grow like the plants of the field RN TR MY nan

Cutting and pruning plants helps them grow all the better. The same is true of our people.
Throughout our exiles, the nations attempt to cut us down and eliminate us, G-d forbid, but with
Hashem’s help, the hard times are followed by new growth.

"I PRTA T MNP PR M5 MK TPRTA NODIANM RN TOY MNAPK
And I passed over you and I saw you wallowing in your blood, and I said to you,
“With your blood you will live, and I said to you with your blood you will live”
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The blood of the Pesah sacrifice and the blood of circumcision were two sources of merit granted
to the Jews prior to the Plague of the Firstborn. Hashem had already promised Avraham at the
Covenant between the Parts that He would take the Jews out of Egypt. Wasn’t His promise enough?
Apparently, the Jews did need more, because of the timing. Hashem had promised liberation after
400 years of slavery, and now the Jews would be leaving Egypt much earlier, after only 210 years.
For that, they needed the additional merits of the Pesah sacrifice and circumcision.

And the Egyptians did evil to us, and they tormented us, and they imposed hard
labOI' upon us nwp nmay 13"?11 1207 2PN DNXNT NN W

This is more than a list of the troubles of the enslaved Jews. Every aspect of their suffering had a

purpose and prepared them for their future as Hashem’s Torah nation.

“And the Egyptians did evil to us”: Pharaoh plotted to enslave the Jews forever, with no hope of
escape. This scheme prepared them to become Hashem’s servants for all time.

“And they tormented us”: Pharaoh instituted a system of taskmasters to squeeze the most out of
his slaves. This was training in accepting the authority of parents, teachers, and Torah leaders who
guide us in serving Hashem on increasingly higher levels.
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“And they imposed hard labor upon us”: The work itself was backbreaking and unending. This
taught the Jews to carry the full-time, lifelong obligation of Torah and mitzvot with the dedication

it demands. ; c
1¥A5 AR NORY AN MY AR XM 151 AR T Ynw maN PR h oK pyen

And we cried to Hashem the G-d of our fathers, and Hashem heard our voices
and saw our affliction and our toil and our pressure

“Our affliction” was the breakdown of family life. The Jewish slaves were too broken and
exhausted to conceive children. Ruled by the Torah, they would regulate and uplift their marriages
by observing the laws of Family Purity.

“Our toil” was the decree against their sons, who were snatched away and drowned in the waters
of the Nile. In the future, Jewish parents would dedicate everything to raising their children in the
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ways of the Torah, compared to life-giving water, even if it meant sending them to yeshivot far from
home.

“Our pressure” was the constant, non-stop stress - there was never a break between one wave of
oppression and the next. This would be a model for generations of righteous Jews, who would strive
without letup for higher and higher levels of spiritual growth and achievement.

And we cried out to the G-d of our fathers WMax oK OX pyen

Prayer is our most powerful weapon: “The voice is the voice of Yaakov, and the hands are the
hands of Esav” (Bereshit 27:22). Our success and salvation lay not with the might of the sword,
“but rather, with the voice of prayer and words of Torah” (Bereshit Rabbah 65:20; Etz Yosef, ibid.).

UMD AR Y DR R0 DR Tpnwn 1emax pox hOX pyan
And we cried to Hashem the G-d of our fathers, and Hashem heard our voices
and saw our affliction and our toil and our pressure

Why does the Haggadabh first say that the Jews cried out to Hashem and that He heard them, and
only then that He saw their suffering? Hashem knows everything that transpires and was clearly
well aware of the Jews’ suffering even before they called to Him. When He heard their cries and saw
that they had internalized the lessons of slavery, He knew that they would carry these lessons into
the future and were ready for redemption.
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And their cries ascended to Elokim because of the work

The harshest period of slavery in Egypt lasted eighty-six years, beginning six years before Moshe’s
birth (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:24; Shaar HaHakdamot, p. 84d). This number is significant - it is
the gematriya (numerical equivalent) of the Divine Name Elokim, representative of strict Divine
Judgment. During those difficult years, the Jews saw only Hashem’s judgment, not His compassion.

2pY* NXY PRI¥? AN ,DANAN N 1A™M3 DX 075K M9™ ,0NPRI AX DX pawn

And FElokim heard their cries, and Elokim remembered His covenant with
Avraham, with Yitzhak, and with Yaakov

Even at the very worst times of hester panim, when Hashem does not reveal Himself openly to
man and Din (Divine Judgment), as implied by the Name Elokim, dominates, He will never forget us.
He still remembers His covenant with the Forefathers, and when we cry out to Him, we reawaken
their merits and He hears us.
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And G-d heard their cries, and G-d remembered His covenant with Avraham,
with Yitzhak, and with Yaakov

Our Forefathers, Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov, excelled respectively in the traits of Hesed
(Loving-kindness), Din-Gevurah (Strict Judgment and Might), and Emet, the Truth of Torah, also
known as Tiferet, which is Rahamim, a combination of Hesed and Din. By perfecting these traits, the
Forefathers challenged the ancient nations’ belief that after Creation, G-d had left the world to the
care of the angels and the zodiac: they revealed that Hashem rules the world, relating to man with
Hesed, Din, and Tiferet. However, this revelation was on a limited scale, confined to their family and
followers; the old misconceptions were still prevalent among the nations. The Exodus swept these
beliefs away, now revealing Hashem’s presence and power openly to the entire world. When Hashem
heard the cries of the Jews - the descendants of Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov - the covenant with
the Forefathers and their special connection to Hashem came to the fore, with spectacular results.

Any boy that is born, throw him into the river mrbwn MmN T 1an 52

The sinful souls of the Generation of the Flood, which originated from Adam, and of the Generation
of the Dispersal, were reborn in the Jews enslaved in Egypt. Through the suffering and hardships of
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the Jewish slaves, including the unthinkable decree against Jewish babies, they would finally achieve

rectification and purification.
MBI P NPT T2 DYEN 7N

And Hashem took us out of Egypt with a strong arm and an outstretched hand

I K«

Hashem’s “strong arm” was raised against the Egyptians in punishment and revenge for their
terrible deeds. His “outstretched hand” was extended to the Jews to draw them close to Him and
help them repent.

With great fear and with signs and wonders EPNEMI MMNN ST XTI

The “signs and wonders” of Egypt inspired great fear in both the Egyptians and the Jews. The
Egyptians watched helplessly as the natural world fall apart and they were stricken blow after blow.
These were terrifying times, and they had no idea of what might happen next. The Jews also saw
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it all taking place, and it was obvious from the very first Plague that they were coming through
unscathed. For them, the signs and wonders were a positive source of heightened fear of Heaven.

And with signs and wonders DREMI MMNN

Otot (“signs”) and moftim (“wonders”) are proof or verification. We can differentiate between
the two, and explain that otot are proofs within the realm of nature, while moftim are proofs that
transcend nature.

And I will strike every firstborn in the Land of Egypt D™M¥M ARA 192 5D
Of all sectors of the Egyptian population, why did Hashem strike their firstborn? Because the
firstborn has a special status that makes him especially precious, much like the first product of our
labors and efforts in other fields - it will always have special meaning (see Sefer HaHinuch 18).
Hashem distinguished between the firstborn of the Jews and the Egyptians on the night of the final
Plague, and ever since, in memory of this miracle, we redeem our own firstborn sons by giving five
silver coins to a Kohen (Shemot 13:13, 34:20).
11OIRLD0DW WPN DY TEX Hom Anna T 0TRn ovn paNa M2 by om
And I will strike every firstborn in the Land of Egypt, from man to beast, and
upon all the gods of Egypt I will inflict punishment

From “man to beast” suggests that all other types of living beings in between were also included
in the Plague of the Firstborn. Wouldn't killing all the firstborn humans have been enough to teach
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the Egyptians an unforgettable lesson, even without killing the animals? Apparently not. The
Egyptians believed that the guardian angel (sar) of every living being was a deity to be worshipped.
Had any species been spared in the Plague, they would have maintained that the sar of that species
had withstood Hashem’s might and survived. To leave no room for error, Hashem struck all the
firstborn, a deathblow to every one of the so-called gods of Egypt. This was a clear, undeniable
demonstration that He is Hashem (yud-keh-vav-keh), Who rules over every aspect of Creation.

mHw K51 K. KDY NK.LIRDNR KDY X
I, and not an angel...I, and not a seraph...I, and not an emissary
The great miracles of the Exodus would prove beyond doubt that Hashem alone is the world’s
Creator and Ruler. Nature and the angels - malachim as well as the higher level of seraphim - are
all His messengers, subservient to His Will and powerless without Him. Idols, including the natural
beings and forces worshipped by the ancient nations, are nothing. When Hashem struck His final
blow against the Egyptians with the Plague of the Firstborn, there would be no emissaries involved.
He openly revealed His Presence throughout Egypt, leaving no question that He alone is G-d, Who
overturned nature for the sake of His children.

And I will pass through the Land of Egypt YR YN "M

This was no simple matter - Pharaoh’s capital was so full of idols that Moshe had to leave the city
to pray (see Rashi, Shemot 9:29). Now, under exceptional circumstances, Hashem would forgo His
dignity, so to speak, and reveal Himself in this impure location only because of His great love for the
Jewish people.

7w K51 KR 102 50 o RS’ K51 UK ,DMYn yANa nhap

And I will pass through the Land of Egypt, I, and not an angel. And I struck
every firstborn, I and not a seraph

The Almighty descended upon Egypt that night accompanied by millions of fearsome angels.

These angels protested that it was not proper for Hashem to strike the Egyptians Himself; like an

earthly king surrounded and protected by his army, Hashem should allow them to do battle for Him.
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But Hashem would not dispatch any of His many messengers for this mission. The Jews, Hashem’s
children, were so important to Him that He would take vengeance on the Egyptians and free them
Himself, making it clear that He is the One G-d Who transcends any of the natural or spiritual forces
worshipped by the nations.

And I will pass through the Land of Egypt...and upon all the gods of Egypt I will
inflict punishment, I am Hashem. 717X ,DWDW AWPR 0M¥n MEX S320...0M¥N IR AN

Once Hashem revealed Himself in Egypt with the Plague of the Firstborn, there could be no
question that all the Egyptian idols were worthless and powerless.
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This is the pestilence...this is the sword...this is the blood DT AT.L3NA LT

The plagues of dever (pestilence), herev (the sword, the Plague of the Firstborn), and dam (blood)
are given special mention here. Each of these Plagues struck at entities worshipped by the Egyptians
as gods: They worshipped the Nile, their water source, and it was transformed into blood. Pharaoh,
a firstborn son, had declared himself a god, a position that presumably would also be held by his
firstborn heir, and all the Egyptian firstborn were killed. They worshipped sheep, and their livestock
was decimated by pestilence.

And with great fear: this is revelation of the Shechinah AW bm AT 51 X

The concept of a G-d Who rules the world and man’s affairs with hashgahah peratit, represented
by the Shem Havayah (yud-keh-vav-keh, “Hashem”), was alien to Pharaoh and his nation. When
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Pharaoh heard this Name he denied G-d and hardened his heart, even as his kingdom was destroyed

before his eyes, Plague after Plague. Now, with the final Plague of the Firstborn, there would be no

room for doubt and no way to attribute the Plague to Egyptian deities or natural causes. Hashem

revealed His Shechinah to the Egyptians and then struck their firstborn: “And I passed through the
Land of Egypt... and struck all the firstborn...I, and not an angel...I, and not a seraph.

A nation from the midst of another nation n3 P M

Centuries of close contact with the Egyptians had taken their toll on the Jews’ spiritual standing.
The differences between them and the Egyptians were not all that great, and Hashem had to pull
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“[one] nation from the midst of another nation” (Devarim 4:34) - they were equally wicked. A few

days later, at the Red Sea, the angels denounced them, saying “these people (the Egyptians) are

idol worshippers, and those people (the Jews) are idol worshippers” (Zohar, vol. 1I, p. 170b). The

turnaround would come with the great light of revelation at the Giving of the Torah. After that, the
Jews would continue to purify themselves by toiling in Torah.

And with SignS: that is the staff oNRA a1 ,MMRD

The mateh was the staff Moshe used to work many of the miracles of the Exodus and the Splitting
of the Sea. It was made of sapphire and engraved with the letters detza”ch ada”sh b’aha’v, an
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acronym for the names of the Ten Plagues, and the Name of Hashem (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemot
4:173, Yeshayahu 51:474; Shemot Rabbah 5:6, 8:3). It was created on the world’s first erev Shabbat
for this special purpose (see Avot 5:6).
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And at the Sea, what does [the Torah] say...And they believed in Hashem and in
HiS servant Moshe 17aY YN M2 MR AMK KIN A0 0n ’7171
The Jews’ enormous faith at the Splitting of the Sea was part of the legacy of their ancestor

Avraham; his faith was great enough to cause Hashem to split the Sea for his descendants (Mechilta
Beshalah 3).

These are the Ten Plagues that the Holy One, blessed be He, brought upon the
Egyptians in Egypt oMyna omynn bY A“apn Xanw mann vy Hx

Hashem could have struck the Fgyptians with any number of plagues - one, five, one hundred,
or even one thousand. But the number ten has special significance. It represents the perfection of a
complete entity. The Ten Plagues demonstrated Hashem’s complete control of Creation, which He
openly manipulated at will with each succeeding Plague. The Ten Plagues were a complete rescue of
the Jews from all harm, and a complete punishment of the Egyptians.

These are the Ten Plagues that the Holy One, blessed be He, brought upon the
Egyptians in Egypt D¥na oraxnn b napn xeanw mann 1wy b

Although the Haggadah describes the Plagues as blows against the Egyptians, the Sages call them
“Ten miracles...wrought for our ancestors in Egypt” (Avot 5:4). Each Plague was a miracle for the
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Jews on its own - they lived alongside the Egyptians, and yet, they were spared the ravages of the
Plagues. The Jews drank fresh water during the Plague of Blood, the frogs that sent Egypt into a
frenzy didn’t touch them, they saw clearly during the Plague of Darkness, and more. But there
was far more to it: The Plagues showed that Hashem, the Creator of the universe, rules it with
hashgahah pratit, personal, individual involvement and intervention in every aspect of man’s affairs.
This fundamental faith in Hashem would carry our nation through the millennia of hardship ahead.
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How much good did the Omnipresent do for us...[whatever He did for us,] it
would have been enough for us .35 DiprS MAD mspn Ana

The Jews in the desert had not only witnessed the miracles of the Ten Plagues - they were also
granted “ten miracles at the Sea” (Avot 5:4) Yet they also tested Hashem “with ten tests in the
wilderness” (ibid.), indicative of a lack of faith and appreciation of Hashem’s boundless kindness.
Rabbi Hayyim Vital teaches that the souls of that generation are reincarnated in the generation prior
to Mashiah (Shaar HaGilgulim, Hakdamah 20, p. 19b). By relating the great wonders of the Exodus
at our Pesah Seder, including those listed in Dayenu, we can atone for their error.

Had He taken us out of Egypt and not punished them, it would have been
enough for us 177 ,0°0HW DA WY X1 DMI¥NN RRIN 19X
Just leaving Egypt, even without the vengeance wreaked by the Ten Plagues, would have been
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cause enough for eternal gratitude. The punishment of the Egyptian persecutors was an extra
bonus, proving beyond all doubt that Hashem avenges the suffering of His beloved nation.

Had He punished them and not punished their gods, it would have been enough

for us 1T ,BDRA WY KDY DWHW DRA WY 1N

When Egypt was devastated by the Plagues, Hashem took His revenge further still and struck
their deities as well (Bamidbar 33:4; Shemot Rabbah 15:15). The natural forces worshipped by the
nations were overturned in Egypt, making it obvious that Hashem is all-powerful, and any other
“gods” are nothing.

Had He punished their gods and not killed their firstborn, it would have been
enough for us AT ,DMMI33 DX 317 K91 DTDRA Y 5K

At the Plague of the Firstborn, Hashem distinguished between the firstborn of the Egyptians and
His own “firstborn” (Shemot 12:27). This status is exclusive to the Jewish people: “So said Hashem,
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Israel is My firstborn son” (ibid. 4:22). They will never be discarded or replaced, regardless of the
claims of other nations or faiths.
WMTL..0 AR NS I HX

Had He split the Sea for us...it would have been enough for us

The sight of the mighty waters parting, even without the other miracles at the Sea, was enough
to imbue the Jewish people with faith and belief Hashem for all time. All the other incomparable
wonders at the Splitting of the Sea only served to further drive home the awareness that there is
nothing Hashem cannot do, and no limit to His love for His chosen nation and His concern for their
safety, comfort, and dignity.
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Had He split the Sea for us...it would have been enough for us

The Ten Plagues had all taken place in Egypt itself, on dry land. (While the Nile was affected by
the Plague of Blood, it was still considered a Plague on land, because rivers cross through land and
are part of the landscape.) This left the Egyptians room to rationalize: perhaps the G-d of the Jews
had power over the land, but not over bodies of water. The Splitting of the Sea made it clear that
Hashem’s control of Creation extends everywhere, dry land and water alike.

UMT...0°0 DR 15 PP IR
4Had He split the Sea for us...it would have been enough for us

The Ten Plagues taught the Jews emunah, faith in Hashem as the all-powerful G-d. The crisis
they faced at the Splitting of the Sea brought this emunah to the next stage: bitahon. With the
Egyptians closing in behind them and an impassable sea before them, the Jews walked straight into
what appeared to be suicide by drowning — and saw the waters split before them. At this point they
had not yet received the Torah, and the angels maintained that they were hardly different from the
idolatrous Egyptians (Zohar, vol. II, p. 170b). Their only merit was their bitahon, and it was enough
to produce a lifesaving miracle of spectacular proportions (see Ohr HaHayyim, Shemot 14:15).
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Had He submerged our oppressors in it...it would have been enough
The bodies of the Egyptians washed up on the shore of the Sea in full view of their former slaves
(Erchin 15a), and each Jew saw the body of the Egyptian who had oppressed him (Mechilta, Beshalah
14:30) - they no longer had to fear their former taskmasters. This final encounter was more than
physical. The Arizal teaches that purity and impurity are opposing forces which parallel one another
(Sefer HaGilgulim, chapters 1-2; see Kohelet 7:14). Egypt and the Egyptians were the impure force
that paralleled the Jewish people, Hashem’s holy nation. Now, at the banks of the Red Sea, each Jew
saw that Hashem had destroyed his Egyptian tormentor, or in other words, his parallel impure force
(see Perush Tov Ayin, Pirke D’Rabbi Eliezer, chapter 42; Midrash Shocher Tov, Tehillim 22; Od Yosef

Hai, Derashot, Parashat Va'era, “Lech el Paro baboker,” p. 136).

AL DX UDORT DN
Had He fed us the manna...it would have been enough for us

The manna was miraculous food that rained down from Heaven for forty years in the desert. It
cost nothing and required neither planting nor harvesting. Freed of the need to put bread on the
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table, the Jews in the desert were able to devote themselves entirely to Torah study, year after year
after year. Hashem commanded that a sample of the manna be kept in a jar before the Ark as a
reminder to all generations of its implicit lesson; Hashem takes care of those who dedicate their lives
to Torah (Shemot 16:13-36).
WTLL.NAwR DR 15 101K

Had He given us Shabbat...it would have been enough for us

Shabbat is an eternal sign of the Jewish people’s deep personal bond with the Almighty, dating
back to Creation. It is a Divine gift to our people that imbues the entire week with material and
spiritual blessing. What would our people be without Shabbat?

Had He brought us to Mount Sinai and not given us the Torah...it would have
been enough for us 17T ,AMNA AR 15 103 X510 A0 85 uap K

Why bring the Jewish people to Mount Sinai, if not to give them the Torah there? One answer
is that “Mount Sinai” is symbolic of the great unity the Jewish people achieved at that time: “They
camped there, opposite the mountain... like one man with one heart” (Shemot 19:2, Rashi). This
alone is such an enormous accomplishment that it is significant on its own; if we had come away
from Mount Sinai empty-handed, without the Torah, “it would have been enough,” even if just for
that.
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Had He brought us to Mount Sinai...it would have been enough for us

The Revelation at Mount Sinai was the greatest miracle in the history of the world. The seven
Heavens opened up and Hashem revealed Himself together with His Heavenly Hosts, and the Jewish
people heard His voice. This is a spiritual plane impossible for ordinary human beings to attain, but
at Sinai the entire nation was granted this exalted, unequaled level of Divine revelation.

N0 AKX 15 103 X510 A0 185 1) BX
Had He brought us to Mount Sinai and not given us the Torah

The world was created in anticipation of the day when the Jewish people would accept the Torah.
The time came and they were all assembled at Mount Sinai. What would have happened if Hashem
had not brought the Torah down to earth at Mount Sinai, leaving it in Heaven instead as the angels
wanted? It would have been up to the Jews to do everything possible to obtain the Torah, even
attempting the impossible task of building ladders to Heaven to climb up and bring it down (see
Devarim 30:12; Eruvin 55a). But Hashem made it easy for us: He brought us to Mount Sinai and
gave us the Torah there.
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Had He given us the Torah...it would have been enough for us

The Torah is Hashem’s treasure, cherished for 974 generations before the world was created (see
Zevahim 116a). It is the purpose of Creation and its blueprint. The angels would have been happy to
keep it in Heaven, but Hashem gave it to us, His children. What more could we have asked?

Had He given us the Torah and not brought us into Eretz Yisrael, it would have
been enough for us 177 bxw? pAxG 110797 K51 AN X 15 1R X

The Torah is the purpose of Creation (see Rashi, Bereshit 1:1). Eretz Yisrael is an added advantage
granted to the Jewish people, but our obligation to fulfill the Torah’s commandments is not dependent
on possession of or residence there. The Torah was given in the desert, teaching us that it is binding
wherever we are and wherever we go. Obeying the Torah is what makes us worthy of Eretz Yisrael

(see Ohr HaHayyim, Devarim 26:1).
1™T.L OXAW? AR 130730 1K

Had He brought us into Eretz Yisrael, it would have been enough for us

The Jews in the desert were able to study and absorb Torah on an unparalleled level. The nation’s
life improved still further when they entered Eretz Yisrael, the holiest land on earth (Kelim 1:6),
where the very air imparts wisdom (Baba Batra 158b). Spirituality was easily accessible, because
they were granted many great spiritual assets. They had prophets and righteous kings, the Temple,
and the opportunity to do mitzvot that can only be fulfilled in the Holy Land.

12T ,WTIPNA N2 NX 15 maa x9N
And not built the Temple for us, it would have been enough for us

The Bet HaMikdash, the last item on the list, was the dwelling place of the Shechinah in this
world, and the Holy of Holies at its center was the most sacred site on earth. The numerous ongoing
miracles that took place in the Bet HaMikdash were an open demonstration of Hashem’s love for
His people, and the sacrifices offered there were a source of atonement and purification. It was an
incomparable Divine gift, and we mourn its loss to this day.
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He provided our needs in the desert for forty years MIW DPAIR 131 3N pEID

Instead of entering Eretz Yisrael immediately after receiving the Torah, the Jewish people spent
forty years in the desert. These years were not a delay - they prepared the nation for what lay
ahead. The forty years in the desert corresponded to the initial forty days of a fetus’s formation
(Pesikta Zutreta, Parashat Shelah). During those years, the Jews learned the entire Torah from
Moshe Rabbenu, like an unborn baby who learns the entire Torah from an angel, and lived in a
sheltered, protected environment with their needs provided in a miraculous manner, much like a
fetus in its mother’s womb. Right before birth, the angel flicks his tiny pupil’s mouth and it forgets
everything it learned in utero (Niddah 30b) - and the Jews also would not remember all they had
learned from Moshe. But just as the fetus’s initial study is worthwhile for the spiritual imprint it
leaves, the experience of those years of a miraculous spiritual existence would remain with the Jews,
equipping them for the tests and trials of the new life awaiting them.
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The Pesah [sacrifice] that our ancestors would eat at the time that the Temple
stood, for what reason? mn 0w by ,0"p WIpNN NMaw 1ara ohnN 1 MaR 1hw no

The Jews in Egypt had been influenced by the belief of the ancient nations that the world was at
the mercy of the mazalot (constellations). Since Egypt was under the astrological sign of the taleh
(sheep), they worshipped sheep. The command to slaughter a sheep for the korban Pesah taught the
Jews that they have nothing to do with the mazalot - they are strictly under Hashem’s jurisdiction,
above any power He delegated to the mazalot. They were commanded to slaughter the sheep in
Nisan, the month of the taleh, on the fourteenth of the month when its power is at its peak, to make
the point that the power of the mazalot and any other natural forces come only from Hashem. This
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a lesson for all time, both for later generations who ate the korban Pesah, and even now, when we
eat food or use medicines: foods nourish and medicines heal only through the Will of Hashem (see
Derech Pekudecha, Mitzvat Aseh 6, Helek HaMahshavah, ot gimel).

This matzah that we are eating, for what reason? M oW 5y DMK RXY 1 1Y

Matzah, “the bread of affliction,” is also known as michla d’'mehemanuta, “the food of faith,”
because it reminds us of the miracles Hashem wrought to free us from the Egyptian oppressors,
and that we should believe and trust in Him forever. It is called michla d’asvata, “the food of healing,”
because it has the power to heal us of the ills of the soul that come from the yetzer hara (evil
inclination) (Zohar, vol. II, p. 183b).

ymnmb wmax Sw opya poon Xow ow by
Because our ancestors’ dough did not have time to rise

The Torah commands us to be quick and careful in preparing our matzot for Pesah so that they
do not become hametz (Shemot 12:17). The Sages apply this principle to our mitzvot as well: “A
mitzvah that comes to your hand, do not let it go sour (become leavened)” (Rashi, citing Mechilta;
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see Megillah 6b, Rashi). An opportunity to do a mitzvah should never be delayed, because it may be
the one mitzvah we need above all to grant our soul the spiritual perfection imparted by fulfilling
all 613 commandments (see Shaar HaGilgulim, Hakdamah 11; Shaare Kedushah, part 1, Shaar Alef).

Cakes of matzah, for it was not leavened YN X5 2 myn nay

The halachic strictures concerning hametz on Pesah far exceed any other prohibitions. We search
for hametz, annul it, and burn it. Unlike other forbidden substances, even the smallest speck of
hametz is not nullified if it is mixed into a large quantity of a permitted substance. On Pesah, we
cannot own hametz or derive any financial benefit from it. Why? One answer is because hametz
represents the yetzer hara, the evil inclination that cajoles us to sin. We need to search for and
eliminate it, distancing ourselves from even the slightest trace (see Responsa of the Ridvaz, vol. III,
546). Just as hametz - leavening — makes bread dough rise far beyond its original size, the yetzer

hara inflates physicality and worldly pleasures, blowing them out of proportion.
5o nx ,1 1WA AMay 5521 oaba mina ,NYP NTIAYa DA™ AX "NINM...0n 0w 517 ,D"JNN WKW NN
7752 DA 1TAY AWK DNTAY
This maror that we are eating, for what reason...and they embittered their lives

with hard labor, with mortar and bricks and with all work in the field, all their
backbreaking work which they made them do

The Zohar compares toil in Torah to the hard labor of the Jewish slaves in Egypt.

“Avodah kashah” (hard labor) is an allusion to the many kushiyot (questions) asked, answered,
analyzed, and discussed in the process of in-depth Torah study.
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“Homer” (mortar) refers to kal v’homer, a method of logical reasoning used by the Sages.
“Levenim” (bricks) alludes to libun halachah, clarifying and determining halachah.

“Avodah basadeh” (work in the field) alludes to study of Baraita, and “kol avodatam” (all their
work), to study of Mishnah (Zohar, vol. I p. 27a; vol. III, p. 229b).

Throughout our history of exile, we have endured suffering and hard labor. We can exempt
ourselves from these bitter obligations by working hard over Torah study, achieving the tikun of
exile with the “mortar and bricks” of toil in Torah. This is what happened to the Levites in Egypt.
They studied Torah in the bet midrash in Goshen established by Yehudah at Yaakov’s behest, and
they were never enslaved (see Rashi, Shemot 5:4; Alshich, Shemot 3). The labor and toil of Torah
scholars mitigates the misery of exile, refining and purifying our people to spare them further pain
and persecution.

All their labor which they made them do b’parech 7193 B3 173Y WK DAY 53

Avodat parech is backbreaking labor. The word parech can also be pronounced “b’peh rach” -
with soft words. The Egyptians cajoled our ancestors into slavery with soft, convincing words, and
payment for their labor (Sotah 11b). This arrangement soon deteriorated into merciless, unpaid

slave labor.
15X 27021 5o NR 151 1wmarb nwyw mb

To He Who wrought for our ancestors and for us all these miracles

The miracles of the Exodus were more than a dramatic means of freeing the Jews -they
demonstrated to the world that Hashem exists and is the all-powerful Creator Who manipulates
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nature at will. They also introduced a concept unfamiliar to man at that time: Hashem had a purpose
in Creation, which would be fulfilled by the Jewish people when they left Egypt and accepted the
Torah at Mount Sinai (see Ramban, Shemot 20:2).

And He took us out from slavery to freedom MmN mTapn R

The Jews were liberated from Egyptian slavery to become Hashem’s servants for all time, forever
bound by the Torah’s rules and commandments. Is this freedom? It is, because despite the many
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demands and restrictions, only a Torah Jew is truly free - he is not enslaved by the endless desires
of an overindulgent lifestyle. He controls his cravings; they don’t control him.
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Pour out Your wrath on the nations who do not know You

Hashem will wreak vengeance on the nations who tormented us, both for the desecration of Hashem’s
Name caused by their persecution of Hashem’s people, and for the terrible suffering we endured at their
hands. When Mashiah comes, our old enemies - the ancient kingdoms of Babylonia, Persia and Media,
Greece, and Rome - will all be resurrected to face retribution and destruction (see Tomer Devorah,
chapter 1, Middah 9).
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Nirtzah Y

Every year at the Pesah Seder we read our Sages’ words, “In each generation, one is obligated to view
himself as if he [personally] has left Egypt” (Pesahim 116b). The events and upheavals of the history of
man, from Egypt until the end of days, are part of Hashem’s Divine plan that we, His children, help bring
to fruition. We hope and pray that we will soon be privileged to witness the coming of the Redeemer and
the building of the Temple. By rejoicing at our Seder and praising the Almighty Who liberated us from
bondage to serve Him alone, we arouse merit in Heaven for the eternal Redemption of our people. On that
great day the exile and suffering of the Jewish people will reach their end, and all the world will recognize
that Hashem is One and His Name is One (see Zechariah 14:9). May it be speedily in our times, amen.
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