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LIGHTING THE MENORA: 
Where does the traveller light? 
By R’ Yaakov Salamon

One must 
light the 
menorah 
in his 

fixed home. Regarding someone 
who eats and sleeps in different 
places, the ערוך  holds that שלחן 
he should light in the place he 
sleeps; however, the רמ”א holds 
he lights in the place he eats 
which is the view Ashkenazim 
follow. 

If one eats and sleeps in the 
same house but is sleeping 
elsewhere for the night everyone 
agrees he lights in the home 
where he regularly eats and 
sleeps because that is his fixed 

place; it 
just so 

happens that he won’t be there 
for the night.

If one gets invited out to eat 
(even if he is going to eat there 
all the nights of Chanukah) 
everyone agrees he lights in 
his home because that is his 
fixed place. However this is only 
if he is going to return home 
that night to sleep. However if 
he stays there to sleep for the 
night he must light there and he 
does not need to return home 
to light.

Therefore, one who is a guest 
at someone else’s house for 
Shabbat both eating and 
sleeping, for example a married 
child moving into parents on 
Friday and returning on motzai 
Shabbat: if they leave their house 
on Friday before plag hamincha 
(the earliest time for lighting, 

3.06 pm in Manchester 
this year) they should 
light in the place 
where they are for 
Shabbat. However, 
if they leave home 

after plag, they should light in 
their own home, unless there 
will be someone else who will 
be staying home who will be 
lighting at home, in which case 
they can light in the place they 
are going for Shabbat.

On motzai Shabbat some say 
one should wait until they get 
back home to light in their own 
home, particularly nowadays 
when the time that people 
cease to be around on the 
streets is long after nightfall. 
However, others say that if he 
will be staying for a few hours 
after nightfall and he will miss 
the time when the streets are 
still busy, it’s better that he 
lights at his host’s house at 
nightfall, because it is justifiable 
to say that until he leaves there, 
that house remains his fixed 
place, even though he will be 
returning home that night: until 
his departure it stays his fixed 
place, because he was there for 
Shabbat and is fixed there until 
he leaves. 
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“Yes?” came the calm reply, as the 
blow torch was switched off, and 
the many blueprints on the table 
were rolled shut. “You are one of 
forty-seven mechanics assigned 
to the anti-aircraft division, 
yes?” enquired the general, still 
panting from his midnight run 
through the army base. “I am 
indeed, Sir,” came the reply. “You 
are the only one situated here, 
closest to the front line by over 
100 miles?” asked the general, 
tapping his foot impatiently on the 
floor. “Affirmative” responded the 
mechanic. The building shook as 
the general grabbed the mechanic 
by his shirt and lifted him clean off 
the floor. “So why are there enemy 
aircraft flying above my building 
without a single gun having been 
made by you firing at them?” he 
roared into the mechanic’s ears. 

“Well Sir…” came the response as 
another bomb shook the building 
and sirens erupted into the night. 
“Well Sir, what?” The general flipped 
him on his side and smacked him 
into the table. “I was told you were 
the best! And what have you done 
for me? Nothing! You’ve killed us 
all! Doomed! Dead! Because of you 

and your lack of guns! I was told 
you were a genius! A marvel! That 
you could make anything that 
goes bang and causes destruction! 
Obliteration! Boom! And what do I 
have here? A quivering mess, with 
a fancy tool kit, a lot of blueprints 
and no results. You’ve had this 
door locked for three weeks with 
no-entry signs all over the place 
and you’ve accomplished nothing. 
The other mechanics of this army 
have accomplished much, much 
more!” Another tremor ran through 
the entire building as the sprinkler 
system kicked in and more sirens 
started.

“Sir!” cried the mechanic. “Listen 
to me! I’ll tell you what I’ve been 
doing. Look at the blueprints on 
my table.” The general, at a loss, 
went to pick up the now crumpled 
papers and unrolled them, took 
one glance and threw them on the 
floor in a fury as the sirens echoed 
throughout the building. “These 
guns aren’t possible! The mechanic 
that designed them was mad! The 
wiring makes no sense, and there’s 
no such thing as a gun that is this 
powerful! It’s all fairy tales. Had I 
known you’d been holed up in 

here trying to do the impossible I 
would have had you dishonourably 
discharged from your high rank! 
That will happen, albeit far too 
late!” said the General. At this, he 
turned on his heel and marched out 
the door. “Guards!” he announced. 
“Arrest him, now!” pointing a fat 
finger directly through the door 
at the mechanic. But alas, as the 
guards approached the heavy 
door of the office, guns raised, the 
doors slammed shut.  The building 
trembled again from another 
barrage of bombing. The Mechanic 
was visible through the window, the 
glass sheet thick enough to hold 
in a radioactive explosion should 
something in the lab go wrong…

“Mechanic, I am giving you a direct 
command to open this door!” 
ordered the General. “Now!” But 
there was only the sound of the 
sirens and the guards’ radios in 
response to the General’s command. 
The Mechanic had control of the 
whole left wing of the building, and 
he wasn’t going to open the doors 
any time soon.

The Mechanic continued working 
through the tumult which - once 
a top army base - throughout the 

Gunning for Survival
By R’ Yishai Lister

“Get out of my way!” bellowed the army General. Remarkably fit 
for a plump a man in his mid-forties, he sprinted through the 

corridor of the army base, shoving people aside in his mission to get to 
the mechanic’s office. “Mechanic!” he screamed.
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night was being reduced almost to 
rubble, from the relentless bombing 
of the enemy air squadron 
overhead. It seemed like all was 
lost.

And then finally, as the Mechanic 
himself was about to give up, it all 
made sense. The blueprints were no 
longer an impossible plan, rather a 
labyrinth that the Mechanic had to 
follow. And he had just learnt how 
to run through it all. 

As he flipped his goggles down, 
working on the wiring of his huge 
gun, the size of an aircraft hangar, 
adjusting a blue wire there, a black 
one here, blowtorching certain 
parts away and replacing them 
with parts of old guns, the bombing 
broke through the roof and the 
wild array of aircraft - swooping 
down around the building, firing all 
sorts of missiles, bombs and guns, 
with armed men parachuting into 
the base from armed helicopters - 
became visible. But then the gun 
was finished. 

The General was watching in 
despair from his command tower 
as, to his surprise, enemy aircraft 
of all shapes and sizes suddenly 
erupted into flames and dropped 
out of the sky. Suddenly the 
battle ceased, the building shook 
no more, the sirens had stopped 
and already, ground troops were 
mobilizing at astonishing speed. 
“Sir?” enquired a lieutenant, with a 
phone receiver halfway to his ear, 
“what on earth just happened?” 
“I don’t know, soldier. I have 

no idea” came the reply from a 
General whose hands were still 
pulling at his hair. The lieutenant 
continued with a report, relaying 

the information coming in through 
his headpiece. “We’ve been given 
the all clear by our men on the 
ground - they’ve captured one 
hundred and seventy-four men… 
Not one enemy aircraft is still in 
the air and scans show that only 
one anti-aircraft cannon was fired… 
from the West Wing? Do we even 
have guns there? I thought that 
was the Mechanic’s area?” 

But the General wasn’t there 
anymore to respond. He knew 
exactly what had happened, and 
for the second time that night 
he found himself rushing through 
the building in the all-too-familiar 

corridors towards the West Wing. 
He found the guards still standing 
there, now dumbfounded at what 
they had witnessed, marvelling at 
the weaponry that had just been 
unleashed before their very eyes. 
As the General approached, the 
doors slid open with a slight hiss 
and the soldiers, now standing 
at attention on either side of the 
corridor saluted as he walked 
past, but the General didn’t even 
see them or hesitate as he strode 
through the doors into the West 
Wing.

“Mechanic?” he called. “Yes?” 
responded the mechanic with a 
grin from ear to ear. “Thank you.” 
said the General.

When the Greeks came to purge 
the Jewish religion and try and 
make the Jews leave their Torah, 
some out of desperation, short-
sightedness or greed threw away 
the Torah, our blueprint for life 
and decided they could do better 
themselves without the Torah. 
But there were pure-hearted Jews 
who managed to stick with it, who 
kept their faith with this blueprint, 
with the Torah of their forefathers, 
when all seemed hopeless, when it 
seemed that hope and the future 
was with their enemies and that 
they were the ones in darkness 
and doomed to destruction – these 
few were the ones who came out 
victorious in the end and were far 
better off for it, lighting a light not 
only for themselves but for the 
whole Jewish people for ever.

“Not one 
enemy aircraft 

is still in 
the air and 
scans show 

that only one 
anti-aircraft 
cannon was 

fired, from the 
West Wing.”
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‘Legendary American 
competitive eater 

Joey Chestnut devoured 
the competition in a mini 
doughnut eating contest at 
the Queen City Exhibition 
on Friday. After eight 

minutes of sweet competition the people’s 
champ finished with a record 255 doughnuts.’

Global News Aug 5, 2022
The question is: what bracha should Joey have made on 
the doughnuts, Hamotzi or Mezonot?

(Which reminds me of a joke; Which two nuts are not Ha’etz? 
Peanuts and doughnuts)

Let's start from the beginning. 

What is a doughnut made from? For simplicity we’ll start 
with a simple doughnut of flour and water, mixed into 
a thick dough. The dough itself is no different to bread; 
however, instead of being baked it is deep fried. So, what 
bracha to make? It’s a machloket: Rabbenu Shimshon says 
that it’s Mezonot, since it was never baked and Hamotzi is 
only said on baked bread. Rabbenu Tam however is of the 
opinion that since it started as a thick dough, it is called 
bread at that point, and it remains Hamotsi no matter how 
you cook it. Both opinions are mentioned in the Shulchan 
Aruch (168:13). The Chaf HaChaim rules that the ikar din is 
Mezonot. However, the Mechaber and Chaf HaChaim add 
that a yere shamayim [G-d-fearing person] should take the 
opinion of Rabbenu Tam into consideration and first say 
Hamotsi on bread with intention for the doughnut as well. 

Seems like doughnuts are quite a sticky situation. Don’t 
worry, there’s more. Most of us are not eating plain 
doughnuts. If the doughnut is filled with something sweet 

The Champion Doughnut Eater
By R’ Shmuel Livshin
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AND there is enough filling to be considered the ikar, then 
it will be Mezonot just like any other Pat Haba B’kisnin1. 
Also, if the doughnut is made with a sweet dough AND the 
sweetness can be tasted, it is Mezonot for the same reason. 
The opinion of the Taz can also be relied upon here (since 
it is only a chumra to take the opinion of Rabbenu Tam 
into consideration), who takes the view that if the doughnut 
has soaked up enough oil during frying that the oil can be 
tasted, then it is Mezonot. 

To summarise; if the doughnut has any one of these last 3 
conditions, then it is Pat Haba B’Kisnin and Mezonot can be 
made without worry. 

But there is still one problem. The guy in the competition 
ate a LOT of doughnuts. The halacha is once a person eats 
the equivalent of 4 eggs (230 grams) of Pat Haba B’Kisnin 
he has to say Hamotzi. This is due to Pat Haba B’Kisnin’s 
similarity to bread. Doughnuts however, Rebbenu Shimshon 
says, are not comparable to bread at all since they were 
never baked. Thus according to his opinion, the bracha 
would be Mezonot no matter how many are eaten. [type 3, 
see the footnote]. This takes us back to square one: a yere 
shamayim should be machmir to eat bread first.

Conclusion: Me’ikar Hadin the bracha on a normal doughnut 
is Mezonot. 

If it is a plain doughnut (meaning that the sweetness of the 
dough is not noticeable and the filling is not the ikar), or a 
large amount will be eaten, then a yere shamayim should 
eat Hamotsi bread first. (Note: the Ohr L’Tzion (chelek 2’ 
12:5) states that the Mechaber retracted and even a yere 
shamayim doesn’t need to be machmir.).

1  There are three types of food we need to consider: 1] Bread, which 
is Hamotsi. 2] Crackers, cake and the like, which are mezonot, but count 
as Pat Haba B’kisnin, [similar to bread as they are baked, but made in a 
way where they are usually eaten as a snack rather than for a main meal] 
which means they become Hamotsi if eaten as a main meal. 3] Non-baked 
grain items like porridge and pasta, which are always Mezonot no matter 
how much is eaten, because they have no similarity to bread, as they were 
cooked not baked.

The Champion Doughnut Eater
By R’ Shmuel Livshin
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שאלה: איזו צורה היתה למנורה שבמקדש
הרב שר שלו’ עפג’ין 

 תשובה: כתב רש”י ]פ’ תרומה בד”ה יוצאים מצדיה[ וז”ל לכאן ולכאן באלכסון
 נמשכים ועולין עד כנגד גובהה של מנורה שהוא קנה האמצעי ויוצאין מתוך קנה האמצעי

זה למעלה מזה וכו’ עכ”ל

 ובמשנה תורה לרמב”ם ]מהד’ פרנקל[ פ”ג מהל’ בית הבחירה ה”י כתב וז”ל גובה
 המנורה וכו’ וטפח כפתור ושני קנים יוצאים ממנו אחד הילך ואחד הילך ונמשכין ועולים

 כנגד גובה המנורה וכו’ עכ”ל

 ובספר מעשה חושב ]על ברייתא דמלאכת המשכן סוף אות ז’[ כתב וז”ל “בעיגול, תיבה
 זו לא נזכרה במימרא, ומדברי רש”י שבחומש דכתב יוצאים באלכסון נראה דלא היו
 בעיגול, אבל הרמב”ם בחבורו ]משנה תורה שם[ לא הזכיר תיבת אלכסון אלא כתב

 ונמשכים ועולים וכן הוא בברייתא דמלאכת המשכן וכן בש”ס, וכתב בעל חכמת המשכן
 ]להר”י ריקנטי ד”ד ע”ב[ נראה מזה היו עולים הקנים כמעט בעיגול והכי מסתברא דבהכי
 הם דומים לגלגלי הרקיע הנושאים שבעה כוכבי לכת שכנגדם הם השבעה נרות כדאיתא

 .בברייתא דמסכת מדות” עכ”ל

 ובפי’ המשניות להרמב”ם ]מנחות סופ”ג[ כתב וז”ל “ראיתי לצייר בכאן צורת המנורה
 שלימה וקודם הציור אני אומר וכו’ ואני מצייר עכשיו הצורה הזאת וכו’ וזו היא צורת כל

.זה ]מקום הציור[ וכו’ ע”כ

 מאידך ראה דבפי’ המשניות ]הוצאת י - ם[ עמ’ ע”ט – פ’, הביאו ציורו של הרמב”ם
שציירה הרמב”ם בעצמו וצורתה צורת אלכסון

 והעיד על ציור זה הר”א בן הרמב”ם בספרו עה”ת פ’ תרומה עה”כ וששה קנים ]עמ’
 שצ”ו[ וז”ל הקנים )כמו( ענפים נמשכים מגופה של מנורה לצד ראשה ביושר כמו שצייר
 אותה אבא מרי ז”ל לא בעיגול כמו שצייר אותה זולתו עכ”ל. ואפשר שכוונת הר”א בן הרמב”ם

 באומרו זולתו קאי על דברי ראב”ע בפ’ תצוה פכ”ז פכ”א וז”ל טעם יערוך בעבור היות הנרות כחצי עגולה ע”כ
 וכעי”ז לעיל בפ’ תרומה עה”כ וששה קנים דכתב טעם קנים עגולים ארוכים חלולים, דמשמע מדבריו דס”ל דצורת

 הקנים היו כחצי עגולה ויש לו סייעתא מהילקו”ש בריש בהעלותך פ”ח רמז תשי”ט ]בד”ה בהעלותך אין ידוע[
 בזה”ל ומנין שיהו חוזרין חלילה כמין עטרה ת”ל יאירו ע”כ. ]ועי’ בזית רענן שם שביאר והוסיף דבמנחות שם משמע
 לכו”ע דהיו עומדים בשורה[. מ”מ אכתי לא ברירא לי מהיכן מצאו ]הו”ל זכר חנוך[ און להם לצור צורת קני מנורה

.בדברי הרמב”ם בעיגול ולא באלכסון ומסתברא עפ”ד מעשה חשב הנ”ל

 אחר הדברים האלה נמצא א”כ דאף הרמב”ם ס”ל כרש”י דצורתה באלכסון וסברת הרב
 מעשה חושב ]על ברייתא דמלאכת המשכן[ הנ”ל המבוססת מסתימת הרמב”ם ]במשנה

 תורה שם[ ליתא כיון דבטל היסוד בטל הבנין, מ”מ ראיתי דיש שרצו להכריח על אף
 הציור שצייר הרמב”ם ועדות בנו הר”א זלל”ה וזאת ע”פ עדויות היסטוריות ]עי’ קובץ אור

 ישראל חי”ח שנה ה’ ב’ עמ’ קל”א – קל”ט, תורה שלמה חכ”ב פ’ כי תשא ב’ סי’ י”ד עמ’ ל”ב[ דהיתה צורת
 מנורה בעיגול כהבנת המעשה חושב וחכמת המשכן ושנמצא כן על גבי המטבעות צורת מנורה מזמן חורבן בית שני צורה מעוגלת ולא משולשת כדמובא

 .בספרי חוקרי העתיקות ועוד הוכחות למיניהם. עיי”ש

 אולם מאחר ויש בידינו ציור הרמב”ם בכתי”ק ועליה עדות בנו הר”א כן עיקר, ואף החולקים ]הגאון בעל מעשה חושב הנ”ל[ יודו בזה ופלא דהאידנא בחג
החנוכה לא שינו צורתה, ואפשר דכיון דאכתי מחזי כתבנית המנורה אף בשמונה נרות השאירו צורתה העגולה שיהא ניכר טפי



In Parshat Behar, the Torah states 
לאכלה‘ לכם  הארץ  שבת   the resting‘ ’והיתה 
of the land shall be for you for food.’ 
The Chachamim [סוכה מ.] explain the 
word ‘לכם’ to mean that not only are 
we allowed to eat and drink produce 
which has the sanctity of shevi’it but 
we are also allowed to use it for all 
our needs. There are however certain 
limitations, namely that the use has 
to be similar to eating, which means 
the following:

A] The benefit must be gained at the 
same time as the shevi’it produce 
is consumed and not afterwards. 
This excludes making a fire, where 
first coal is produced and then the 
benefit is gained. 

B] it must be a consumption which 
is applicable to all people, which 
excludes use as medication, which 
applies specifically to ill people.

C] ‘לאכלה’ ‘for eating’ excludes 
wasting – a usage which deviates 
from common usage is forbidden.

Burning shevi’it oil for [non-mitzva] 
illumination is therefore permitted, 
as it satisfies all three conditions: 
it produces light at the same time 
as it is consumed; illumination is 
something everyone needs; it is 
being used for its common usage.

What is the rule when no benefit is 
allowed but nor is there any הפסד 
[loss or wastage], as in the case of 

1  Not to be confused with the רידב’ז mentioned earlier. 
2 One of the special requirements for fruits that have Kedushat Shevi’it (i.e., fruit that grew in Israel during the shmita year) is the 
mitzvah of biur. This mitzvah is accomplished at the end of the harvest season for each variety of fruit, by physically removing any 
remaining fruit of that variety from your possession and publicly declaring it ownerless in front of three people. Afterwards, one may 
reacquire the fruit. If biur was not done on the appropriate date, the fruit becomes forbidden to eat.

nerot chanukah?

The first to deal with this is רידב’ז  
 He maintains .[פאת השלחן פרק ה’ הלכה ט]
that shevi’it oil cannot be used for 
nerot chanukah, since ליהנות לאו   מצות 
 mitzvot are not given to us to ,ניתנו
gain [physical] benefit, rather they 
are a duty for us to perform.

Later authorities include the lights in 
a bet Haknesset and yahrzeit lights 
in this category.

This is also the view of the 
Chazon Ish as quoted in אמונה דרך 
י’ז[ שעה’צ  ה’   Rabbi Chaim] ]שביעית 
Kanievsky]. 

In contrast, מ’ב סימן  שלמה   after שלחן 
quoting פאת השלחן allows the use of 
shevi’it oil for nerot chanukah with 
the following reasoning: it is allowed 
to use shevi’it oil to illuminate 
merchandise for sale, so if this type 
of publicity is permitted, how could 
publicizing the miracle of chanukah 
be considered a הפסד - a wasteful 
use of the oil? Surely one could use 
shevi’it oil to give light for praying 
from a siddur or studying Torah, 
even though these are mitzvot; it 
is inconceivable that this would be 
considered a הפסד and that using 
the light for mundane matters is not 
considered a הפסד.

 ,disputes this line of reasoning דרך אמונה
as any light lit for learning or praying 
is also allowed and available for 

mundane uses, which means in effect 
that there is no such thing as a light 
lit purely for learning or praying. By 
contract a ner chanukah is dedicated 
purely for the mitzvah, and other 
uses are forbidden. An additional 
reason to forbid using shevi’it oil for 
ner chanukah is that one would be 
restricting the use of shevi’it produce, 
as it becomes forbidden in other uses 
once used for chanukah, just as one 
is not allowed to add oil of תרומה to 
shevi’it oil, because this makes the 
shevi’it oil forbidden to non-Kohanim.

The אור לציון  a ]שביעית פרק ב’ הלכה ז’[ quotes 
the  1 רדב’זwho holds that publicizing 
the miracle is considered a benefit, 
and therefore permits using shevi’it 
oil. 

 writes that one should avoid ילקוט יוסף
using shevi’it oil for ner chanukah.

Note that the rules in this article 
are only for this year immediately 
after shevi’it. Next year there will be 
the additional factor of the oil being 
after the 2 .זמן הביעור

What about disposing of the left-over 
shevi’it oil at the end of chanukah? If 
it is a minimal amount - which even 
a person who avoids wasting things 
would discard – it can be washed up 
normally. If there is more than that, it 
would appear that it should be used 
for lighting in a bet Haknesset after 
chanukah, although this last point 
needs clarification..

CAN WE USE OIL WHICH 
HAS KEDUSHAT SHEVI’IT 
FOR NEROT CHANUKAH? 
By Rabbi Namir Cohen
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Inspiration Forever - חיזוק לנצח
By Rabbi D. Y. Schlama

1. So let’s start with a rule:  
full commitment lasts forever

The Michtav MeEliyahu explains what the Sages say "Every mitzva that Yisrael accepted BeSimcha - 
wholeheartedly - will be performed Besimcha in all generations”. They explained this applies to the 
mitzva of Mila:

Benei Yisrael of all religious levels happily bring their new-born to its Brit Mila, because all the generations 
of the Jewish people are forever connected to each other and to that mitzva that they accepted with 
wholehearted joy.

2. But what about Chanukah?
The Midrash Raba on Parshat Vayishlach explains that when 
Yaakov Avinu's thigh was struck by the Malach, the damage 
became apparent much later: "he sapped the uprightness of 
future righteous Jews; they were later forced into assimilation''.

 When was that? During the Greek occupation of Eretz Israel, 
they offered pleasures to their followers and persecuted their 
detractors.

Then, a great number of pious Jews succumbed to Hellenistic 
pressures and the lures of non- Jewish entertainment.

4. So how does it work?
Usually we say: when most of 
Am Yisrael commit fully to a 
mitzva, no Jewish individual 
can possibly neglect it.

Chanukah was a great 
chidush! It was "Rabim"-the 
majority of Jews saved by 
"Me'atim" - this minority of 
Jews who uplifted them to 
such an extent that their 
influence goes on today.

We have to learn from this our 
importance as individuals; we 
have considerable influence 
on others; also, gratefulness 
to Tsadikim, whose Tsidkut 
inspires us so powerfully, 
unbeknownst to us! Lastly, 
let us try and gain lots of 
chizuk from Chanukah!.

3. The Chashmonaim's exploit: The Few did it
To conclude, Rav E.E. Dessler points out a contrast: in the classic 
episode of Yehoshua and Achan, Hashem’s expectation was that 
every individual's heart should be swayed by the majority's 
determination.

So how did we get to Chanukah? It was one single family, a minute 
group who resisted perfectly and thoroughly: the Chashmonaim.

Through their perfection of heart, their total commitment to 
serving Hashem besimcha, they deeply revitalised Am Yisrael; 
they led it to success in Torah and Mitzvot. So much so, that we 
have been inspired and invigorated forever!


